To: News Editor, a total of 3 pages

Joint Declaration by the Hong Kong Nepalese Federation and the Hong Kong Unison
1 September 2009

Dear Friends,

On behalf of Nepalese and other ethnic minority communities, we would like to
express our regret about the Coroner’s decision to hold the inquest of Mr. Dil Bahadur

Limbu in Cantonese.

The killing of Mr. Limbu by a police constable has aroused widespread concern and
anger amongst Nepalese and other ethnic minority communities. You may recall that
on 29 March this year, nearly 6,000 Nepalese and other ethnic minority residents
turned out in a protest, calling for a fair and independent investigation. Yet despite
repeated calls for the government to set up an Independent Commission of Inquiry to
look into the broader issues surrounding this shooting which the Coroner is not best

placed to consider, we still await a constructive reply.

To add insult to injury the Coroner, Mr. Ng Sing Wai, has decided to hold the inquest
in Cantonese and not English. Given that Mr. Limbu’s widow, elder brother and so
many interested ethnic minority persons cannot understand Cantonese, we are most
concerned that decision to choose Cantonese as the language of the inquest is a
reflection of a continuing disregard for the needs of ethnic minority persons in Hong

Kong.

The provision of interpretation will not only lengthen the inquest but will lead to
misunderstanding as this will have to be multiple translation from Cantonese to
English and then Nepalese. This will inevitably lead to losses in translation and the
true facts surrounding this shooting not being understood by those who are the most

concerned about its outcome.

We therefore call upon the Coroner to hold proceedings in English.

We demand a fair and impartial coroners hearing.

We renew our call for an Independent Commission of Inquiry to look into the issues

surrounding this shooting such as lack of ethnic minority sensitivity in the police and



court system, the lack of ethnic minority police in HK, the apparent attempts to
blacken the name of Mr. Limbu before the Inquest and the consequent possibility of

bias by the police in the investigation into this shooting.

Only when these requests are met will the ethnic minority community in Hong Kong
feel that due regard is given to our views and respect accorded to our contribution to

Hong Kong.
Thanks for your attention!
Media Enquires/Contact Person

Ms Fermi Wong, Executive Director, the Hong Kong Unison
Tel: 9237 6464/2789 3246
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